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A free press is essential for a free society. Much of the press and radio and most news weeklies, however, cater to the material and sensational, yielding to the many pressures that play upon 
narrow provincialism and our national prejudices. Thus political fanaticism and self-defeating military extremism threaten to displace sound democratic practice and a rational defense system. For 
those who would maintain their dedication to Christian citizenship and to truth, Between The Lines presents selected reports, analyses and forecasts drawn from the most authoritative sources, which 
provide a greater insight into the crucial issues of our day. This effort is dedicated to the belief that only through the Judaic-Christian concepts of truth can we avoid the violent changes inherent 
in war and in communism and thus move forward out of the tribalism of man towards the brotherhood of the Kingdom of God. Anything less will be dangerously inadequate in the nuclear age. 





What Can One Man Do? Squash Seed & Brass Hats 


Over The Garden Fence: Many Americans stationed abroad have 
not been a credit to the U. S., we regret to note, nor helpful to American 
world friendship. One exception is Jim MacFarland, a State Dept. em- 
ployee, who promoted international neighborliness by raising squash! 
Wherever Jim has been stationed as an attache of the U. S. State Dept.. he 
has grown a small American vegetable garden. This has been fun for him, 
supplying his table with fresh food, and, more important, it has given him a 





chance to get better acquainted with his foreign neighbors. 


In Germany, his garden won him 
membership in the local Kleingarten 
Club; he is still the only American 
member. His club mates had never 
seen squash; he gave them some 
seed; they grew it; they loved it. 
The Hamburg TV and radio sta- 
tions discussed the new vegetable, 
and Jim offered to give seed to those 
who wrote in to the stations. With- 
in ten days, 10,000 requests for 
squash seed had been received from 
all over Germany, including more 
than 200 from the Soviet zone. The 
Burpee Seed Co. came to Jim’s res- 
cue and contributed 10,000 packets 
of squash seed by air mail prepaid 
in the interest of promoting Ger- 
man-American friendship over the 
garden fence. 

The Other Side: A civilian em- 
ployee of the U. S. Army auditing 
agency in Germany tells us about 
another kind of American behavior 
abroad. “We have excellent oppor- 
tunities to strengthen international 
friendship among _ local people. 
There is a German-American Sym- 
phony Orchestra here; there are 
German - American dinners, many 
concerts, week-end strolls and drives 
through the countryside, German 
language groups, and innumerable 
other opportunities for daily con- 
tacts with the German employees of 
the Army, and with other local 
people. 

“Unfortunately, too many Amer- 
icans stationed here are indifferent 
or antagonistic; they cling to the 
‘Little Americas’ that abound 
throughout the American zone; they 
drive as though they were rulers, 
not guests; they are rude to the ‘na- 
tives, if indeed they speak at all: 
they live for the time when they 
can go home. Such Americans undo 
much of the good that others are 


trying to accomplish — and _ these 
should go home.” 

Our correspondent comments on 
military waste: “A primary cause is 
the crowded condition. It is estimat- 
ed that there are 20,000 Americans 
in this locality alone. When our 
audit reports bring this out, the 
military authorities are indifferent. 
claiming that the large number of 
military personnel are a ‘deterrent’ 
to a potential aggressor, and that de- 
pendents are necessary for morale. 
In many instances, officers fill low- 
er-grade positions which are created 
for them. In one headquarters audit, 
the report noted that unnecessary 
officer overstrength was costing the 
command — hence the Government 
— over $400,000. annually, and rec- 
ommended that overstrength officers 
be reassigned to positions where 
they were needed (and there were 
such in other commands). The com- 
mand replied that the auditors ap- 
parently thought that if the officers 
were not assigned to the command 
they would not draw their salaries! 
Such an attitude is typical of the 
temporizing by the various com- 
mands to protect their empires. 
With such a situation, the officers 
and men naturally become bored. 
which results in friction among 
themselves and with the Germans. 

“There is a job to be done in 
Europe, both militarily and diplo- 
matically, but the current congested 
situation is not conducive to the ac- 
complishment of it on either level.” 





PEACEFUL INTENT: Soon af- 
ter the new President of Costa 
Rica, Mario Echandi, took office. 
he traded an old rifle for a diesel 
tractor and plow in a ceremony to 
symbolize Costa Rica’s peace aims. 
Under its Constitution, Costa Rica 
has no army, only a national guard. 


X-Ray and Forecast 


HOUGHTFUL LETTERS from readers have often suggested that we 

drop the use of the word “Christian” from our masthead and in the 
copy of this Newsletter. The argument presented has usually pivoted on the 
fact that many others — Hindus, Buddhists, Moslems, Jews — also work 
for a peaceful and just world, that the Christian church is full of contradic- 
tions, that Christians in practice exhibit as much prejudice, hatred and ma- 
terialism as others (criticisms that cannot be honestly denied). Since this 
Newsletter goes to many parts of the world, and to subscribers of many 
faiths, we have pondered the question seriously. 

In this self-examination we have realized afresh that when we use 
the word “Christian” we don’t mean the church, or even church members; 
we mean those who are aware of and committed to the teachings of Jesus. 
And these teachings stand quite apart from much that characterizes organ- 
ized Christianity and the attitudes and behavior of “Christian” nations. The 
Sermon on the Mount would sound almost as “impractical” and out of 
order if read in some of the council rooms in Washington and London, as 
it would in Moscow or Peking. The Communists dismiss Christianity en- 
tirely as a myth and are out to remake the world in the image of Marxism. 
But what of the “Christian” nations — what of America? 

Over 73 per cent of our national budget goes to the business of war 
(approximately 60 per cent for current military spending. 13 per cent to 
finance the cost of past wars) with but 2 per cent devoted to non-military 
foreign aid and only 1/10 of 1 per cent going to what might be called “pro- 
grams for peace,” the UN, etc. What Russia spends on foreign economic 
aid is not known, but it is no secret that Moscow appropriates about a bil- 
lion dollars a year to winning others to Marxism through educational and 
“cultural” programs, while the U. S. spends only $100 million in these 
areas of activity which should particularly represent the “Christian” way. 
Thus the Soviet puts ten times more faith in winning its victories by 
persuasion than does “Christian” America. Our dependence on violence 
is 40 times as great as our faith in the power of truth and goodwill — 
virtues that can only be implemented by a nation on an international 
scale through foreign aid, rehabilitation and peace motivated programs. 
(The annual total for U. S. foreign aid — entirely detached from U. S. military pacts — plus the 
$100 million for information and cultural broadcasts, libraries, plus UN peace programs and 
such, equals a little over one billion.) 

All this reappraisal is most important right now as the cold war 
drags mankind nearer to a global hydrogen conflict. The kind of thinking 
prevailing in political and military circles is so terribly out of date, in view 
of the facts of modern science, that the significance and meaning of the 
teachings of Jesus stand out with lonely and startling clarity —a single 
guiding beam of hope in a night darkened by the low storm-charged clouds 
that blot out all other lights. Man can no longer blend his faith in God with 
an all-out dependence on violence which completely contradicts his faith in 
God — not in this generation, he can’t . . . when one hydrogen missile can 
release more destructive violence in a split second than the total bombing 
during all four years of World War II. 

The editor of this Newsletter has debated the meaning of Jesus’ 
teachings with young Buddhists, Hindus, Moslems, Jews and those of no 
faith — both at home and abroad. When the rubble of hypocracy and ec- 
clesiasticism is cleared away, invariably the teachings of Jesus stand with 
extraordinary modernity and clarity for them also. The Great Galilean pre- 
sents the apex of “the mature mind.” Hindus and Buddhists recognize this 
and claim him as one of their own “god-revealers.”” Gandhi paid tribute to 
the pre-eminence of Jesus as does his successor Vinova Bhave. The modern 
Moslem places the “prophet Jesus” on the highest ground between Abra- 
ham and Mohammed. 


(continued third col., NEXT page) 





Conscription Deception 


The public has been misled about the conscription law. During the 
hearings in Congress on the extension of the draft law (which was re- 
cently extended for four more years) only those statements that favor the 
extension of conscription were reported adequately in the press and on the 
air. Had it not been for pressure put on Congress and on the press by the 
Pentagon, through the American Legion and similar organizations, testi- 
mony against conscription by numerous military experts would no doubt 
have altered the future of the draft law. (Hanson Baldwin, N. Y. Times, 
Mar. 12.) All citizens should inform themselves on the background facts. 


Some notice was given in the 
press to the stand taken against con- 
scription by several national re- 
ligious and educational organiza- 
tions but the testimony of the high- 
ranking military figures who op- 
posed conscription was generally 
ignored or played down. Several 
military men of note describe con- 
scription as outmoded, no longer 
serving the purpose for which it is 
intended, greatly weakening our 
military effectiveness and burdening 
the country with unnecessary cost. 

Maj. Gen. H. R. Maddux testi- 
fied that conscription cannot create 
or maintain the kind of military 
personnel required by atomic war. 
Gen. Maddux and other specialists 
in modern tactics are convinced 
that the next war would be over in 
three or four days, with no time to 
call up and re-train the masses of 
men who have gone through the 
conscription mill. The battle front 
will be in every major industrial 
center and in three days these areas 
will have been wiped out; transpor- 
tation systems, sea, air and rail ter- 
minals, all obliterated. The only 
kind of military manpower that will 
be of value will be the missile crews, 
the air and sea fleets and the scien- 
tifically trained and equipped mo- 
bile units that are prepared to move 
under their own power — in con- 
junction with air transport. 

Even the President's Defense Ad- 
visory Committee headed by R. J. 
Cordiner, President of General Elec- 
tric, submitted devastating evidence 
on the failure of conscription to 
meet modern military needs: “The 
modern military manpower prob- 
lem, reduced to its simplest terms, 
is one of quality rather than quan- 
tity . . . Under the present system 
the military services are not able to 
develop the kinds of people need- 
ed .. .” Testimony of these wit- 
nesses and others made it clear that 
now, since atomic weapons have 
been thoroughly integrated into all 
branches of our military establish- 
ment, the need is for career sol- 
diers who have been thoroughly 
trained, and who remain in the serv- 
ices so that their training and skill 
can be fully utilized. 

“The movement of masses of 
men into the army for a brief two 
years offers no solution to this 
problem for two obvious reasons,” 
charged Mr. Cordiner. “First, the 
time allowed is not sufficient for 
adequate training . . . The result is 


inexperienced men operating intri- 
cate weapons and machines at an 
accident rate so high that close to 
$5 billion worth of equipment is 
now useless . . . The men never be- 
come properly trained and an enor- 
mous amount of costly material is 
wasted. Second, we can’t make ex- 
perts out of men who hate what 
they’re doing and are counting the 
days until they can get out, as near- 
ly all drafted men do. The system 
is wasteful and grossly inefficient, 
as every GI realizes. Today 97 out 
of every 100 draftees leave as soon 
as their two year term ends.” 

Other witnesses held that the 
conscription law is not democratic 
and does not bring equal sacrifice 
to all, as it is claimed and as was 
intended by its original promoters. 
Sons of well-to-do families are 
seldom drafted because they can go 
to college; it is the young men who 
are unable to go to college who are 
“caught by the draft.” The sons of 
the well-to-do usually become of- 
ficers, professionals or executives 
essential to industry. 

A study of the inequality of the 
draft law is revealed in figures from 
the December °55 issue of Social 
Forces: The number of Detroiters 
who died or were captured or were 
reported missing in the Korean War 
corresponds directly with the rela- 
tive economic or racial percentages 
in the areas of the city from which 
they came. The casualty rates 
among non-white groups were al- 
most 50 per cent greater than 
among whites, and the casualty 
rates among men from areas where 
home values averaged more than 
$15,000 a year was approximately 
25 per cent of the rate among men 
from areas where home values av- 
eraged $4,000 a vear. In other 
words, precentage-wise, four times 
as many boys were drafted and be- 
came casualties from the low in- 
come levels as from families in the 
higher income brackets. 

Several military officers testified 
to the great and continued financial 
loss caused by conscription. If the 
armed forces could retain the men 
they had trained, there would be 
much less need for new personnel to 
train, equip and transport. The rap- 
id turnover of draftees, or recruits 
who enlist solely because the draft 
hangs over their heads, costs more 
than $5 billion annually, a sum that 
could be saved if the draft law 

(continued first cul., NEXT page) 
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X-Ray and Forecast 


We concluded that the word “Christian” has a universal con- 
notation, not only religious but ideological if you will, which in this hour 
is more advanced than any of the modern political doctrines that have 
been shaking our world. So advanced, indeed, that it charts the most 
practical, as well as the noblest, road into the future. 


(continued ) 


THE BERLIN CRISIS & THE CHRISTIAN ETHIC 


T is in the light of these convictions that we have dealt with the Berlin 

crisis since it first broke in the news. And it is in this spirit that we fur- 
ther analyse the facts relative to Berlin— much of which are still being 
kept from the public through a most unfair, un-American, undemocratic 
and unnecessary censorship. As we have previously pointed out, the origin 
of the Berlin crisis arises out of the determination of the Russians — now 
that they are our peers in atomic missile power — to break out of the ring 
of about 70 U. S. bombing bases that surrounds the Soviet periphery .. . 
to break out before the U. S. places atomic guided missiles on these bases. 
This expanded U. S. missile program, which is just beginning, coincides ex- 
actly with Khrushchev’s demands on Berlin. These demands focus on the 
fact that the rearming of West Germany is the keystone in the Western de- 
fense structure—a rearmament to be capped by the implacement of 
guided missiles in West Germany. The placing of atomic weapons in West 
Germany was to begin this spring and be in full swing by summer. It is not 
just a coincidence, therefore, that Khrushchev demands the withdrawal of 
U. S.-British troops from West Berlin by June. 

When the U. S. installs guided missiles in West Germany, the Rus- 
sians will certainly balance the move by similar action in East Germany. 
We emphasize once more that with the U. S. occupation of West Berlin 
continuing and the city located 110 miles inside the East German zone, 
our observers and intelligence operators will be in closest proximity to ob- 
serve any Russian atomic activity. No military system on earth would per- 
mit such a situation to develop without strenuous efforts to prevent it. 
These facts are well known in all diplomatic circles and should be made 
known to every American citizen. Such reports from our own sources have 
been verified by a few of America’s most notable and courageous observers 
in news dispatches that have, unfortunately, received only limited circula- 
tion. (N. Y. Times, Feb. 22, Mar. 9; Washington Post, Feb. 28.) 

SINCE BERLIN CREATES A DANGEROUS STALEMATE, it 
has been most noteworthy that the most highly regarded authorities on 
Russia and communism have been urging another approach — one that is 
consistent with the rational, constructive, spiritual concepts of Christian 
thought. This plan is one that would require the Russians to withdraw 
their armies from East Germany, Poland and Czechoslovakia — certainly 
a most desired end. Likewise, the U. S. and Britain would agree to with- 
draw our armies from West Germany and halt the re-establishment of the 
German war machine (West Germany constitutes three-fourths of German 
population and resources). The Kremlin has shown a pronounced willing- 
ness to cooperate on such a plan. The neutral zone created in Germany, 
Czechoslovakia and Poland would be spared atomic armaments and the 
Kremlin has further indicated a willingness to include the reduction of 
conventional armaments in this plan. The UN would be given authority to 
see that these agreements were carried out. West and East Germany could 
remain divided, or, if possible, be united through East-West negotiation. 

(continued third col., NEXT page) 








Conscription cont.) 


were dropped, according to top 
military experts. This money — 
which some estimate to be nearer 
$7 billion — could then be put into 
higher pay rates, better living con- 
ditions and fringe benefits for the 
men who devote their lives to mil- 
itary careers, and the nation would 
be far better defended than under 
the present system. Mr. Cordiner re- 
called that between °46 and ’50, 
when the draft law was not in force 
“approximately 60 per cent of the 
enlisted members of the armed 
forces were re-enlisting and the 
force consisted of approximately 
1,500,000 men, predominantly vol- 
unteers, who were there because 
they wanted to be there.” In °54, 
after the draft law had been en- 
forced for four years, the re-enlist- 
ment rate had fallen to 18 per cent, 
and has gone down more since. 

Major T. J. McDonald wrote in 
The Army, August, ’57, “The kind 
of force we need cannot be built 
around universal military training. 
We need long-term regulars receiv- 
ing adequate inducements.” Adlai 
Stevenson pointed out, “Every 
young man who has served in our 
armed forces knows the incredible 
waste of time, money and materials 
in our present system of enforced 
but short-term service. He knows 
of the money that could be saved 
and the new efficiency that could 
result with a volunteer system . 
We need much more experienced 
and professional military personnel 
which our present draft system does 
not give...” 

Then why was the draft law ex- 
tended by this Congress? Authorita- 
tive witnesses charge that the pres- 
ent conscription law has become an 
escape from responsibility by both 
Congress and the armed forces. If 
policies were adopted that would 
attract young men into the armed 
services, creating highly trained, 
well paid compact scientific units, 
there would be a lot of dislocation 
among the high command, for lit- 
erally thousands of high ranking 
personnel can maintain their rank 
only if hordes of men move under 
their command. Several officers of 
high rank, especially in the Navy 
and Air Force —branches of the 
service that do not depend on vol- 
unteers— have not hesitated to 
make such implications clear. The 
situation is dominated by the old- 
line Pentagon cliques that want 
nothing changed, groups that dom- 
inate the American Legion and have 
the support of the industries that 
produce the great quantities of uni- 
forms and equipment now con- 
sumed by the present archaic sys- 
tem. And this type of militarism — 
the antithesis of democracy — sees 
to it that the public hears only one 
side of the story. 


Banks & The Public Debt 


A shock hit the financial world 
when the Federal Government float- 
ed its last bond issue, and $9 bil- 
lion of the public debt had to be re- 
financed. Like any hard-pressed 
debtor, the Government asked its 
creditors to renew the loan, at an 
extraordinarily high interest rate — 
3% per cent on one-year loans and 
4 per cent on three-year bonds, 
which is more than double the 
rate paid on these original loans. 

When nearly 25 per cent of the 
loans were not renewed, the Treas- 
ury Dept. was not only jolted — it 
did not have the funds to pay off 
the maturing loans and was forced 
to make an emergency borrowing. 
As one financial writer reports, “It 
was a sobering experience for the 
world’s best credit risk.” 

What went wrong? Mainly, the 
fear of continued inflation and the 
belief that the bonds would not keep 
pace with inflation, even with the 
rising interest rates on Government 
paper. The distress in the Treasury 
was compounded by the fact that 
the national debt has increased $13 
billion in the past 12 months. 

It is apparent that financial ex- 
perts and the Treasury Dept. were 
not without a premonition of the 
situation, and this explains why 
Pres. Eisenhower has made a strong- 
er issue of balancing the budget 
than he has of the threats of the 
cold war. In fact, the President is 
voicing his conviction that the threat 
of inflation is very much a part of 
the dangers of the cold war. 

Dig a little deeper and we discov- 
er that the process, through which 
the Government borrows the mon- 
ey, compounds the problem. The 
President and most officials — with 
a few brave exceptions — remain 
silent, however, on this particular 
phase of the problem. Most of the 
Government’s re-financing is done 
through the banks, with the banks 
making a double profit on the deal 
— with no work or no contribution 
of time or talent involved. For in- 
stance, when the U. S. Treasury 
borrows a million dollars from a 
N. Y. investment house, the Treas- 
ury gives the bank Government 
securities which says that the money 
will be repaid with interest in a 
given number of years. Because 
each Government bond is support- 
ed by the nation’s resources, it is 
listed among the bank’s assets. Thus 
the bank sets up a new deposit of 
a million against which the Gov- 
ernment may write checks to pay 
its bills. But the bank, having put 
this Government bond for a mil- 
lion dollars among its assets, thus 
increases its capitalization and loan- 
ing capacity, making not only a 
profit on the interest the Govern- 
ment pays for “the loan” but the 

(continued first col., NEXT page) 


X-Ray and Foreeast = (continued) 


THIS PLAN TO EASE A DANGEROUS STALEMATE in such 
a constructive and enduring way has never been given a fair hearing. The 
political and military extremists, who have had sufficient influence to sup- 
press almost all news and discussion of this plan, give as their reasons their 
determination to continue the rearming of Germany because of the fear 
that Communist subversion and intrigue would overcome any effort to 
maintain the status quo in an unarmed, neutral central Europe. There might 
be some reason for such fears if East Germany, Poland and the other satel- 
lite areas were not seething with hatred of Russia and the domination of 
the Kremlin, which is symbolized by the presence of Russian troops. If we 
couldn’t turn that situation to our advantage, when all the populations are 
on our side, then we are too dumb to win a war of any kind against Russia. 

THE WEST GERMAN POLITICIANS, and especially Dr. Aden- 
auer and his associates, abhor disengagement and are eager for a rearmed 
Germany. Politicians always like big armies at their backs. Of course, the 
people of West Germany are very uneasy about any proposition to with- 
draw the protection of U. S. troops and the millions of dollars that go with 
it. But are we never to recall again or consider in any light our obligations 
to nearly two hundred thousand American dead GIs, lying under the white 
crosses, row on row, near the battlefields of World War I and World War II? 


WHAT WILL REALLY HAPPEN IN BERLIN? 


N the first place, the whole crisis is full of bluff — in Washington as 
well as in Moscow. Neither side dares resort to atomic war, despite all the 
warlike talk. The turn-over of controls in East Germany from the Soviet 
occupation forces to East German Communist authority, which is the 
minimum the Kremlin expects to achieve, and by which they hope to 
handcuff U. S. espionage activities in West Berlin, does not present unsur- 
mountable difficulties. There is no reason why U. S. convoys and rail, air 
and highway transportation to West Berlin from the Western zone cannot 
be inspected and checked out by East German Communist authorities as 
they have been by the Russians for past years. Whether or no a summit 
conference takes place, a compromise will no doubt be made at this point. 
East German Communists will then be able to tighten the relationship be- 
tween East and West Germany, greatly dampening U. S.-British espionage 
activities as, in many ways, we have succeeded in dampening theirs. 
THERE ARE MANY DEGREES OF “DISENGAGEMENT” 
possible and, despite all the smear attacks against the disengagement theme, 
you can be sure that compromise agreements will be made that will slow 
down the rearming of West Germany — compromise agreements that will 
thin out the atomic weapons planned on both sides. Since the American 
public has not been permitted a clear view of disengagement, and is al- 
lowed such a slight knowledge of the real situation, these compromises will 
be couched in such terms in our press that the break-down and slow-down 
of U. S. military planning will hardly be apparent. 


The problem will be taken to the UN, we hope, although hearings 
before the UN offer Moscow such a good propaganda platform that the 
U. S. has shied from setting the negotiations at the UN. The UN does offer 
the only avenue whereby the will of humanity and the judgment of human- 
ity may be brought to bear upon the contestants. 


HE WHO STRIKES FIRST 


OT only is the plan to ease tensions by disengagement being sup- 
LN pressed, but a revival of the “preventive war” theme is sweeping for- 
ward in some circles. In order to escape the stigma attached to preventive 
war, the extremists have invented the term “pre-emptive” war. Those who 
argue this plan with sweeping gestures of ultra-patriotism artfully avoid 
the crux of the matter. The pre-emptive war argument runs thus: we would 
place our intelligence agents around all Russian military centers; they 
would signal the Pentagon when there was evidence that an attack against 
the U. S. was being mounted — and we would strike before the Soviet 
could attack us. 

PRE-EMPTIVE WAR ignores, however, all recognition of the 
problems of military espionage. The U. S. military intelligence system, like 
all spy systems, has a poor record of achievement. The disaster at Yalu 
river in the Korean war, the battles of the Bulge and Salerno sacrificed 
thousands of American Gls because of the gross failures of military intelli- 
gence. The Nasser revolution in Egypt, the Suez war, the recent civil 
eruptions in Lebanon and the revolution in Iraq, in all of which the U. S. 
was deeply involved, caught Washington completely unaware, although our 
network of intelligence operators is thickly woven about all these places. 


What has been wrong? Spies are notoriously undependable individuals; al- 
(continued third col., NEXT page) 





Banks (cont.) 


bank makes additional profits on 
loans it can make to its other cus- 
tomers on the basis of its posses- 
sion of the Government bond. The 
bank makes up to 3 per cent or 
more on the Government “loan” 
and 5 to 7 per cent on the loans it 
makes through regular business 
channels because of its possession 
of new Government bonds — a 
profit of 10 per cent or more, with- 
out any work or risk — on money 
that doesn’t actually exist! For this 
is “watered” money or pure infla- 
tion money. 

It is only fair to point out that 
the banking system over the nation, 
including the local banks in your 
community, as tax-paying institu- 
tions, manned by tax-paying citi- 
zens, are the first victims of this sys- 
tem, for the plums of Government 
refinancing fall only into the laps 
of the large financial houses which 
deal in really big money. To under- 
score this, you will note that during 
the past months, as inflation has 
worsened, bank profits at the top 
levels have greatly increased until 
last year they were about the high- 
est on record. 

This profiteering on the public 
debt through “legitimate” banking 
is a real threat to our security. As 
the national debt bulks ever larger, 
the concentration of wealth grows. 
And the tax burden increases on the 
average American household, re- 
ducing its purchasing power, and 
carrying in its wake all the evils of 
a deepening economic crisis. Inevi- 
tably, an outraged and awakened 
public, suffering from unemploy- 
ment, high prices and a heavy tax 
load, will force all money control 
and all wealth into the hands of the 
state and we could wind up with 
something that is not far from the 
financial system that exists in the 
Soviet. 

No Congressman of influence 
has dared tackle this profiteering on 
the public debt, and discussion of 
the subject is taboo in press or ra- 
dio, although the AP analyst Frank 
Cormier did outline the facts of the 
situation in a dead-pan reportorial 
manner on March 3 and 4, Perhaps 
your paper carried Mr. Cormier’s 
dispatch: maybe it didn't. 


Economic Outlook Shifts 


One 
derived from the difficulty in re- 


beneficial factor, however, 
funding the public debt, is the 
prompt effect this has had on the 
hardening attitudes of business and 
labor leadership. As we reported in 
our last forecasts for the 
coming months had been strongly 
slanted towards the likelihood of 
long and = anger-infested strikes 
(continued NEXT col.) 


issue, 


Economie Outlook (con:.) 


erupting in major industries — steel, 
railroads, autos, etc. 

But the realization spreads that 
the only way the huge Government 
debt can be financed, without dis- 
astrous breakdown, is through main- 
tenance of high production levels 
with plenty of money flowing that 
can be taxed. If strikes should shut 
down production with a resultant 
decrease of consumer spending and 
a tightening of the money markets, 
what would happen when the Gov- 
ernment secks to refund other large 
blocs of the public debt? About $20 
billion more must be _ refinanced 
within the next few months. Both 
big business and big labor realize 
that no one could escape the hurt 
that might accompany a threatened 
breakdown of Federal financing. 

Thus the new forecasts envision 
a softening of the attitudes between 
business and labor with a new will- 
ingness to negotiate and accept com- 
promise, although some still fear 
that long and bitter strikes lie ahead. 

Watch developments especially in 
big steel, for the contract involving 
over a million steel workers must be 
renewed in June and negotiations 
will begin shortly. What happens in 
steel will affect every family budget. 
A restrained wage raise with no 
price increases will have a stabiliz- 
ing influence on the negotiation of 
numerous labor contracts in many 
other fields that involve millions of 
workers. A big rush in steel orders. 
pushing mill production close to ca- 
pacity, has resulted from the fear 
of a big, long strike ahead, with ris- 
ing prices to follow. If this pressure 
on steel relaxes, it will be due to the 
news of a new attitude in manage- 
ment-union relations behind closed 
doors in Pittsburgh and New York. 





The Spirit of the Extremists — 
who, if they are not curbed, may 
rush this country into a stalemate 
from which there can be no alterna- 
tive except war—is revealed in 
hysterical statements made recently 
by Gen. C. R. Huebner, a director 
of the Civil Defense Commission. 
He predicted that within five years 
most Americans would be living in 
fallout shelters and would see sun- 
shine only by taking a calculated 
risk. “Underground living will be en- 
forced upon us by that time,” he said, 
“enforced by the grim realities of a 
world in which small countries will 
possess enough standardized inter- 
continental ballistic missiles to take 
out any other nation.” Gen. Hueb- 
ner spoke before the Civil Defense 
public information officers of New 
York. At the same conference, the 
noted military analyst, Hanson W. 
Baldwin of the N. Y. Times, cau- 
tioned the general against preach- 
ing irrational despondency and 
alarm. 


X-Ray and Foreeast 


coholism, drugs, the double-cross and the double-double-cross abound in 
their shadowy society. With weapons that will destroy entire continental na- 
tions in hours, we are urged to depend on this unreliable system! 

No subversives on the pay-roll of Moscow are undermining the 
security of the American people more than those who preach pre-emptive 
war. Yet this black doctrine will increase unless we protest, every time we 
encounter it, by voice and by written word. 


(continued ) 


CAN EISENHOWER FIND A WAY? 


E believe President Eisenhower will guide us clear of the fanaticism 
W inherent in pre-emptive war. This crisis and the demands of the ex- 
tremists who preach pre-emptive war or all-out atomic missile production 
(and thell with the budget) have somehow stirred Eisenhower out of the 
lassitude and the subservience to Pentagon demands, which has so long 
characterized his leadership. His prestige as a military man enables him to 
curb the extremists in and out of uniform, as few can do. The reassertion 
of the President’s leadership is attributed to his realization that: 

(1) Much of the news the American people are getting about Rus- 
sia and Khrushchev, et al, is exaggerated. The President has had close con- 
tact with the Russians, including Khrushchev, and was once intimately as- 
sociated with the members of the Soviet high command whom he found to 
be tough, capable, well-trained professionals, neither supermen nor flam- 
ing dervishes. Even Khrushchev and his cohorts, for all their revolutionary 
passion, he found to be family men, proud of their children and concerned 
with their future. (It hasn’t been many years since one of our blood-and- 
doom broadcasters tried to make an issue of Eisenhower’s previously made 
agreement to exchange family photos with a high Soviet commander.) 

(2) The President has been reassured by our diplomatic representa- 
tives in Russia that nothing has really changed behind the Iron Curtain, 
that some of Khrushchev’s recent behavior arises not from any new mili- 
tary concepts in Moscow or from a step-up of Communist plans of expan- 
sion, but from Khrushchev’s idea of “how to become the indispensable 
man” in the Kremlin. Edward Crankshaw, eminent British scholar on So- 
viet affairs who has just returned from Russia, reports many indications 
that Khrushchev’s leadership has been, at times, hanging by a thread. The 
ebullient Ukrainian is trying hard to convince the Russian people that he 
is “their true, ordained leader” while any conversation with individual 
Russians indicates that they still consider him “one of that crowd in the 
Kremlin.” (Christian Science Monitor, Mar. 3.) 

(3) The President has come under new influences among his advisers 
on atomic affairs. Dr. Edward Teller, noted physicist, and Lewis Strauss, 
former head of the Atomic Energy Commission, have been replaced as 
the President's advisers on nuclear affairs by Dr. Hans Bethe, Nobel prize- 
winning physicist, and Dr. J. R. Killian, president of Mass. Inst. of Tech- 
nology. Dr. Teller, a Hungarian refugee, admits to his unreasoning hatred 
ot the Russians. Strauss, a Wall Street banker, swivel chair Admiral (USN 
retired), a voice in right-wing GOP circles, who prides himself on being 
an uncompromising militarist, so antagonized members of Congress by his 
intransigence while heading the AEC that he had to be removed to get any 
Congressional cooperation in U. S. atomic energy planning. Both Teller 
and Strauss have insisted that the atomic tests continue undiminished, re- 
gardless of the growing scientific evidence of harm to all mankind from 
radiation; regardless of the steadily deteriorating position of the U. S. in 
the eyes of the world as this adamant position gave increasing propaganda 
advantages to Russia. Dr. Hans Bethe outranks Teller among scientists and 
brings to the White House a more mature and a more world-minded scien- 
tific attitude. (Washington Post, Mar. 3 & 12; Bul. of Atomic Scientists, 
Nov. °58.) While the hot-heads talk about calling “Khrushchev’s bluff,” even 
though it means atomic war, Dr. Bethe keeps the President aware that 
atomic war would kill 51 million and injure 42 million in 7 days, leaving 
half of the injured to succumb within the next 60 days, making a total of 
72 million dead and 21 million permanently and seriously injured, roughly 
two-thirds of our population. (These are the estimates of the scientists who 
have fashioned our atomic arsenals — Bulletin of Atomic Scientists, Jan. 
1958, p. 59.) Are we still expected to call this a defense program? 


FROM A PARENT: “To meet a need for the young person in college who is emerging from 
a childhood faith into a world of scientific fact and much doubt about the historic creeds, 
Journey Into Light came into our family at just the right moment. Thank you.” 


Young people in your home? Send for a copy of Charles A. Wells’ most recent book, 
Journey Into Light, a penetrating study of the place that the Christian faith must have in 
the nuclear age if our civilization is to survive. Handsome hard-cover binding, illustrations 
by the author, 142 pages, $2.50 pp. Order from Between The Lines Press, 152 Madison 
Ave., New York 16, N. Y. 

















